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The purpose of this self-study is to provide the dental

professional with a review of necessary information regarding

select dental assessment instruments. This course will provide

a brief overview of assessment instruments, focusing on their

design, purpose, and application in assessing oral health

status. 

 

You may be thinking, "why do I need to take a self-study

course on these instruments? I use them everyday." A valid

point, yes. As such, this self - study is designed around the

idea that there is always something to be be learned! The

following content is designed to provide both recent

graduates and experienced clinicians with evidence - based

information (and resources) that can be used during patient

care. Specifically, this course is designed to aid the clinician

in making appropriate clinical decisions related to assessment

instruments, promoting accuracy and consistency related to

diagnosis and treatment planning.
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C O U R S E
learning objectives

recognize team member roles in c l in ical  assessment 

ident i fy  character is t ics of  comprehensive pat ient  care

def ine assessment 

recognize the purpose of  assessment instruments

ident i fy  the importance of  us ing assessment instruments

ident i fy  the design of  the UNC -  12 probe

recognize addi t ional  funct ions of  the UNC -  12 probe

interpret  the use of  the UNC -  12 probe

ident i fy  the design of  the WHO probe

di f ferent iate between the use of  the UNC -  12 and WHO probes

ident i fy  the purpose of  the ODU 11  /  12 explorer

recognize the design character is t ics of  the ODU 11  /  12 explorer

ident i fy  the character is t ics of  assessment st rokes

def ine c l in ical  cal ibrat ion

Upon complet ion of  this  course,  the part ic ipant wi l l  be able to:
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 A S S E S S M E N T  I N S T R U M E N T S
w h o ,  h o w ,  &  w h e n

a s s e s s m e n t  o v e r v i e w



HOW
does this information apply to you?
DENTISTS
You can encourage your c l in ic ians by promot ing the use of
evidence-based equipment .  As the c l in ic ian who def in i t ively
diagnoses a pat ient 's  ora l  heal th status,  i t  is  important  to know the
" ins and outs"  of  a l l  inst ruments in your armamentar ium. Promot ing
the use of  the current/ recommended assessment instruments
among your team is  important  for  excel lent  pat ient  care.  Providing
your team with proper assessment instruments a l lows for  a
consistent ,  cal ibrated approach to pat ient  care.

DENTAL HYGIENISTS
Assessment of  a pat ient ,  through ut i l iz ing evidence-based
assessment instruments and assist ing in the diagnosis process,  is
an essent ia l  component of  the dental  hygiene process of  care (as
def ined by the ADHA) .  In  fact ,  i t  is  the in i t ia l  s tep the process.
Ensur ing that  proper assessment instruments are being used and
that  fu l l  mouth assessment is  being performed is  key for  prepar ing
pat ients for  comprehensive examinat ion by the dent is t .  

DENTAL ASSISTANTS
You can use your knowledge of  th is  topic to educate pat ients and
prepare them for  each step of  the dental  appointment .  Your
knowledge of  the planned assessments as wel l  as the assessment
instruments can help to prepare the pat ient  for  the appointment
process.

who, how & when   
A S S E S S M E N T
I N S T R U M E N T S

WHO
does this information apply to?
ALL CLINICAL ROLES
The ent i re dental  team can benef i t  f rom understanding the c l in ical
appl icat ions and important  propert ies of   assessment instruments .

WHEN
to replace assessment instruments?
Observat ion of  instrument integr i ty  is  equal ly  important  for  each
cl in ical  ro le .  Al l  c l in ical  team members should observe for  s igns of
wear ,  bent  or  broken t ips ,  and faded mi l l imeter  markings ( re lat ive
to per iodontal  assessment instruments) .  Replacing worn or
defect ive instruments wi l l  help to ensure that  c l in ical  assessment
and comprehensive care are not  compromised.  
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overview
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A S S E S S M E N T

Pat ient  care should be comprehensive wi th a focus
on assessment ,  d iagnosis ,  p lanning,  implementat ion,
evaluat ion,  and documentat ion.  Clear  communicat ion
provides the foundat ion for  opt imal  pat ient  care,
a l lowing the assessment of  the pat ient  to be dr iven
by cr i t ica l  analys is .  Comprehensive and accurate
assessment a l lows for  the c l in ic ian to develop an
indiv idual ized pat ient  care plan to address needs
appropr iately .  

what are
ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS?

what is 
ASSESSMENT?
Assessment is  the col lect ion and analys is  of  data
relat ive to systemat ic  and oral  heal th status in order
to ident i fy  and manage current  pat ient  needs.  There
are several  indices,  scor ing methods,  and
assessment plans to ident i fy  indicators of  ora l  heal th
status.  A var iety of  assessment instruments have
been designed to a l low for  accuracy in document ing
cl in ical  f indings.

what is 
COMPREHENSIVE PATIENT CARE?

Assessment instruments are essent ia l  tools  for
gather ing data dur ing a c l in ical  evaluat ion and
assist ing the c l in ic ian wi th determining pat ient
needs.  The assessment instruments needed for  a
per iodontal  examinat ion include a mouth mirror ,
probe and explorer .  This  focus of  th is  sel f -s tudy is
to review and detai l  the fo l lowing per iodontal
assessment instruments - - -  the UNC-12 probe,  the
WHO probe,  and the 1 1 / 12 explorer .  Each instrument
is  designed for  speci f ic  appl icat ion,  whi le serv ing a
var iety of  purposes.   



The per iodontal  probe has long been used as a
diagnost ic  instrument to accurately measure sulcus
and pocket  depth.   A number of  per iodontal  probes
are avai lable and vary in how their  mi l l imeter
measurements are marked.  Two general  types are
avai lable - - -  s tandard manual  probes and automated
probes.  This  sel f -s tudy wi l l  focus on standard
manual ,  and speci f ica l ly  the UNC -  12 (Univers i ty  of
North Carol ina)  probe and the WHO (World Heal th
Organizat ion)  probe.  

quick review
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The explorer  is  an assessment instrument ,
present ing in var ious forms,  each for  a speci f ic  use.
Histor ical ly ,  explorers have been use for  car ies
detect ion and diagnosis ,  evaluat ion of  tooth
structure and the margins of  restorat ions,  and
calculus detect ion,  among other appl icat ions.  This
sel f  -  s tudy wi l l  focus on the ODU (Old Dominion
Univers i ty )  1 1  /  12 as an assessment instrument for
examinat ion of  supragingival  and subgingival  
 p laque and calculus.

P E R I O D O N T A L  
P R O B E  

quick review
E X P L O R E R  



U N C  -  1 2  p r o b e ,  W H O  p r o b e ,  O D U  1 1  /  1 2  e x p l o r e r

I N T R O D U C T I O N
&  Q U I C K - G U I D E S



DESIGN

The Univers i ty  of  North Carol ina -  12 (UNC -  12)
per iodontal  probe is  designed wi th a handle and a blunt ,
rounded,  rod-shaped working-end.   I t  is  cal ibrated wi th
mi l l imeter  markings and has color  coded markings at  the
4mm-5mm and 9mm-10mm intervals .  I t  is  a lso designed
with a 90-degree bend to a l low for  proper insert ion into
the sulcus.  

all about the 
UNC - 12  PROBE

PRIMARY PURPOSE

The UNC -  12 per iodontal  probe is  designed as an
assessment instrument to determine the heal th status of
the per iodont ium. The pr imary purpose of  us ing th is
instrument is  to obtain a physical  measurement of  the
distance between the gingival  margin and the base of
the sulcus.
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OTHER FUNCTIONS

assess bleeding on probing (BOP)
make gingival  determinat ions 
measure & determine c l in ical  at tachment level  (CAL)
measure the width of  at tached gingiva
determine mucogingival  integr i ty  
measure int raoral  les ions

The UNC -  12 per iodontal  probe may also be ut i l ized to:

GRASP
A l ight ,  modi f ied pen grasp is  recommended for  the
UNC -  12 per iodontal  probe.

how to properly read the markings

Cl ick here to review a s imple one-minute
video on how to read mi l l imeter  markings
on the UNC -  12 probe.  Cl ick here to
review technique.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlzBI5X0Mtc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23W1I03evhI


identify markings on probe 

insert tip at correct line angle 

ensure working end remains parallel with long axis of tooth 

walk probe across proximal surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

ensure that probe tip gently touches the base of the sulcus with each downward bob

slant probe slightly to reach under the contact & record reading

walk tip back to line angle using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

ensure working end remains parallel with long axis of tooth 

walk probe across F/L surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes

record reading at midline & continue to line angle 

walk probe across proximal surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

slant probe slightly to reach under the contact & record reading 

remove tip from tissues 

      note: over angulation may result in a reading greater than the correct depth

U N C - 1 2   P R O B E

NOVEMBER 2022
Mason M. Colón, BSDH, MDH9

Q U I C K - G U I D E  

activation & technique 



how to properly read the markings

all about the 
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WHO  PROBE
DESIGN
The WHO (World Heal th Organizat ion)  probe is
designed wi th a handle and a th in-round working -
end.  I t  has a unique bal l -end (0.5mm in diameter )
at tached to a 16 mm long working -  end wi th color-
coded areas at  3 .5mm to 5.5 mm from the t ip I t  is  a lso
designed wi th a 90 degree bend to a l low for  proper
insert ion into the sulcus.    

GRASP
A l ight ,  modi f ied pen grasp is  recommended for  the
WHO per iodontal  probe.

The WHO per iodontal  probe is  designed as an
assessment instrument for  screening.  The pr imary
purpose th is  instrument is  to obtain a score to
determine i f  there is  the presence of  g ingiv i t is  or
per iodontal  d isease.

what is 
PSR?
The PSR sys tem i s  a  s imp le  sc reen ing  too l  used  to
determine  i f  fu r ther  per iodonta l  examina t ion  i s
needed .   I t  does  no t  rep lace  the  need fo r  a
comprehens ive  per iodonta l  examina t ion .

PRIMARY PURPOSE

Cl ick here to learn more
about the WHO probe.  

https://www.iperiopal.com/who-probe-2/


identify markings on probe 

insert tip at correct line angle 

ensure working end remains parallel with long axis of the tooth 

walk the probe across proximal surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

slant probe slightly to reach under the contact & record reading 

walk tip back to line angle using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

ensure working end remains parallel with long axis of tooth 

walk probe across F/L surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes

record reading at midline & continue to line angle 

walk probe across proximal surface using bobbing, overlapping strokes 

slant probe slightly to reach under the contact & record reading 

remove tip from tissues 

NOVEMBER 2022
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W H O  P R O B E

Q U I C K - G U I D E  

activation & technique 



all about the 
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ODU 11/12 EXPLORER

DESIGN

The 11  /  12 explorer  is  designed wi th a handle,  shank,
and working -  end.  The handle is  l ightweight ,  the
shank is  long,  and working end is  th in and c i rcular ,
a l lowing v ibrat ions to be fe l t  by the c l in ic ian’s  f ingers .
The t ip of  the explorer  is   the last  1mm -  2mm  of  the
working end.  The t ip is  at  a 90 -  degree angle to the
lower shank.  The overal l  design a l lows for
supragingival  and subgingival  assessment .  

PRIMARY PURPOSE

The 11  /  12 is  designed as an assessment instrument
that  uses tact i le sensi t iv i ty .  I t  is  used on anter ior  and
poster ior  teeth.  I t  funct ions through tact i le sensi t iv i ty
to detect  calculus,  determine the sur face texture of
the tooth,  examine tooth anatomy,  detect  tooth
i r regular i t ies and condi t ions,  and evaluate the margins
of  exist ing restorat ions.  

GRASP

A l ight ,  modi f ied pen grasp is  recommended for  the
ODU 11 / 12 explorer .

STROKE TYPE
assessment  s t roke (exp loratory  s t rokes)

An assessment st roke is  used to detect  p laque
biof i lm,  and calculus deposi ts ,  and tooth sur face
ir regular i t ies .  I t  involves short ,  control led over lapping
strokes.  Assessment st rokes should include vert ical ,
obl ique,  and hor izontal  walk ing st rokes.  

Cl ick here & here for  v ideos reviewing th is  technique.

LATERAL PRESSURE

Light  lateral  pressure ( feather- l ike)  pressure is
recommended dur ing exploratory st rokes to ensure
that  tact i le sensi t iv i ty  is  maximized.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6H-Wz5PovM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3YazsooEN0


select correct working end

insert t ip 1/3 at correct l ine angle

walk tip across proximal surface using vertical strokes

explore to base of sulcus and up to the contact

walk instrument back to l ine angle 

pivot at l ine angle

walk instrument across B/L surface using oblique strokes

round the l ine angle

walk instrument across proximal surface using vertical strokes

explore to base of sulcus and up to the contact

walk instrument back to l ine angle 

note: there should be an absence of pressure when exploring

NOVEMBER 2022
Mason M. Colón, BSDH, MDH

Q U I C K - G U I D E  

activation & technique 

O D U  1 1  /  1 2  E X P L O R E R
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U N C - 1 2  p r o b e ,  W H O  p r o b e ,  O D U  1 1 / 1 2  e x p l o r e r

C A L I B R A T I O N
&  C H E C K L I S T S



all about  
CALIBRATION

Cl in ical  cal ibrat ion is  the process of  ensur ing that  c l in ical  sk i l ls
are consistent  f rom cl in ic ian to c l in ic ian,  and instrument to
instrument .  Accurate measurements obtained when using
assessment instruments are the basis  for  the c lass i f icat ion of  a
pat ient 's  per iodontal  s tatus.   The goal  of  c l in ical  cal ibrat ion is
to make certa in that  everyone in your of f ice is  "on the same
page" .   Cl in ical  cal ibrat ion is  v i ta l  to the consistent  del ivery of
pat ient  care.  

For  consistency,  a l l  team members should use the same
assessment instruments .   For  example,  everyone in your of f ice
should use the same per iodontal  probe.  Why?  The shape and
size of  the t ip and measurement markings vary between
di f ferent  per iodontal  probe designs.  When di f ferent  per iodontal
probes are used,  i t  can adversely af fect  pat ient  care and
diagnosis .  

I t  is  common to have dental  team meet ings on topics such as
product ion,  schedul ing,  CPR,  OSHA and HIPAA.  I t  is  not  as
common for  these same teams to meet for  cal ibrat ion purposes.   
As a fo l low-up to th is  sel f -s tudy course,  consider planning a
cal ibrat ion session on probing and explor ing for  a l l  dent is ts
and hygienists  in  your pract ice.

Cal ibrat ion may be di f f icul t  to achieve when members of  your
team have di f ferent  c l in ical  exper iences based on where and
when they completed their  dental  or  dental  hygiene t ra in ing.
An assessment instrument cal ibrat ion session may star t  wi th a
review of  cal ibrat ion guidel ines and v iewing some short  v ideos
on instrument use.   Fol lowing a review of  br ief  v ideos ( l inks 
 are included in th is  sel f -s tudy) ,  have one team member serve
as a "standardized" pat ient  whi le other team members take
turns probing & explor ing one quadrant  and recording
measurements .   Based on a compar ison of  a l l  probe depth
measurements (+/ -  1  mm) ,  determine what  fur ther discussions
are needed.  For the explorer ,  compare the f indings of  where
calculus was detected.    

Use the checkl is ts  on the fo l lowing pages as cal ibrat ion guides
for  your current  team members,  or ,  to assess the ski l ls  of  new
team members.  
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reads mark ings on UNC-12 probe accurate ly

p r o b e  m a r k i n g s

s i t e s  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  m e a s u r e m e n t s

demonstrates locat ions of  measurement  s i tes 

u s e  w i t h  m i r r o r
uses mir ror  for  ind i rect  v is ion,  re f lect ion ,  and ret ract ion

w o r k i n g  e n d  i n s e r t i o n  &  a n g u l a t i o n
inser ts  work ing end at  correct  s i te  on every tooth
angles probe paral le l  to  long ax is  of  tooth on a l l  teeth

uses walk ing s t rokes-- -cont ro l led,  l ight ,  and over lapping
s lants  probe s l ight ly  for  a l l  in terprox imal  readings

a d a p t a t i o n

char ts  deepest  measurement  for  each sect ion accurate ly

w a l k i n g  s t r o k e s

c h a r t i n g  o f  p r o b e  d e p t h s

inser ts  probe and reaches base of  su lcus on every tooth

uses correct  modi f ied pen grasp and correct  fu lcrum on a l l  teeth

g r a s p  &  f u l c r u m

calibration  
U N C - 1 2  p r o b e
C H E C K L I S T  

NOVEMBER 2022
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uses correct  modi f ied pen grasp at  a l l  t imes
uses correct  fu lcrum on a l l  teeth

g r a s p  &  f u l c r u m

reads mark ings on WHO probe correct ly      

p r o b e  m a r k i n g s

d e m o n s t r a t e s  l o c a t i o n s  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  s i t e s

m e a s u r e m e n t s  s i t e s

u s e  w i t h  m i r r o r
uses mir ror  for  ind i rect  v is ion,  re f lect ion ,  and ret ract ion

w o r k i n g  e n d  i n s e r t i o n  &  a n g u l a t i o n
inser ts  work ing end at  correct  s i te  on every tooth
angles probe paral le l  to  long ax is  of  tooth on a l l  teeth

uses walk ing s t rokes-- -cont ro l led,  l ight ,  and over lapping
s lants  probe s l ight ly  for  a l l  in terprox imal  readings

a d a p t a t i o n

w a l k i n g  s t r o k e s

s c o r i n g  o f  s e x t a n t s

inser ts  probe and reaches base of  su lcus on every tooth

uses scor ing system accurate ly ,  mouth d iv ided in to sextants
each sextant  ass igned a score of  1  to  4 based on h ighest  score in  sextant

calibration  
W H O  p r o b e
C H E C K L I S T  

NOVEMBER 2022
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w o r k i n g  e n d  s e l e c t i o n

w o r k i n g  e n d  i n s e r t i o n

selects  correct  work ing end for  a l l  teeth

inser ts  work ing end at  correct  s i te  on every tooth
inser t ion reaches base of  su lcus

inser ts  work ing end wi th  correct  angulat ion on a l l  teeth

i n s e r t i o n  &  a n g u l a t i o n

states use and sequence accurate ly

u s e  &  s e q u e n c e

u s e  w i t h  m i r r o r
uses mir ror  for  ind i rect  v is ion ,  re f lect ion ,  and ret ract ion

uses correct  modi f ied pen grasp
uses correct  fu lcrum

g r a s p  &  f u l c r u m

adapts t ip / toe th i rd to tooth sur face at  a l l  t imes
smooth p ivot ing/ turn ing of  work ing end around l ine angles on a l l  teeth

a d a p t a t i o n

uses walk ing s t rokes,  cont ro l led,  l ight ,  and over lapping

o b l i q u e  s t r o k e s

v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e s
uses contro l led s t rokes in  su lcus/pocket

h a n d - w r i s t  m o t i o n
act ivates explorer  us ing hand-wr is t  mot ion mot ion only  on a l l  teeth
uses contro l led explor ing s t rokes for  a l l  teeth

NOVEMBER 2022
Mason M. Colón, BSDH, MDH

calibration  
1 1 / 1 2  O D U  e x p l o r e r
C H E C K L I S T  
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assessment instrument   
R E S O U R C E S
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 WEBSITES
 
WEBSITES
   by Colgate
     Per iodontal  Probing "Back to Basics"
   by Colgate
     Gum Heal th Physical  (GHP)
   by iPer ioPal
      Per iodontal  Probe
   by iPer ioPal
      WHO Probe

 VIDEOS
   by Hygiene Edge
      Instrument Basics

              *  addi t ional  resources avai lable upon request

R E F E R E N C E S
Blue,  CM.  Darby's  Comprehensive Review of  Dental
Hygiene 9th ed.  St .  Louis ,  E lsevier ,  2022.

Boyd LA,  Mal lonee LF,  Wyche CJ.   Wi lk ins '  Cl in ical
Pract ice of  the Dental  Hygienist  13th ed.  Bur l ington,  MA,
Jones & Bart let t  Learning,  2021 .

Gehr ig ,  JS.  Pat ient  assessment tutor ia ls :  A Step-by-Step
Guide for  the Dental  Hygienist .  L ippincott  Wi l l iams &
Wi lk ins ,  2006.

Henry RK,  Goldie MP.   Dental  Hygiene:   Appl icat ions to
Cl in ical  Pract ice.   Phi ladelphia ,  F .A.  Davis  Company,  2016.

   
           *  addi t ional  text  references avai lable upon request

There are numerous resources avai lable,  explor ing
the use and appl icat ion of  assessment instruments .
The resources l inked on th is  page include ' just  a
gl impse'  into a l l  that  is  of fered!

https://www.colgateprofessional.com/hygienist-resources/tools-resources/periodontal-probing-back-to-basics
https://www.colgateprofessional.com/patient-education/gum-health-physical-tool/ghp
https://www.iperiopal.com/periodontal-probe-2/
https://www.iperiopal.com/who-probe-2/
https://www.hygieneedge.com/instrument-basics
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READ the MATERIALS

COMPLETE the TEST  

SUBMIT your ANSWERS

CERTIFICATE of  COMPLETION

      read and review the course mater ia ls

     complete 15-quest ions /  12 must  be correct  to receive credi t  

      submit  answers onl ine at  ht tp : / /go.osu.edu/smsce

      cert i f icate is  emai led /  check your emai l  and junk/spam folders 
             

The Ohio State University College of Dentistry is a recognized provider for ADA CERP credit. ADA CERP is a service of the American
Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not
approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. Concerns or
complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to the Commission for Continuing Education Provider Recognition at
www.ada.org/cerp.

The Ohio State University College of Dentistry is approved by the Ohio State Dental Board as a permanent sponsor of continuing dental
education. This continuing education activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the standards of the ADA
Continuing Education Recognition Program (ADA CERP) through joint efforts between The Ohio State University College of Dentistry
Office of Continuing Dental Education and the Sterilization Monitoring Service (SMS).

instructions

questions
WHO can EARN FREE CE CREDITS?

HOW MANY CE CREDITS are EARNED?

WHAT i f  I  MISS THE DEADLINE?

WHEN are SMS COURSES OFFERED?

WHEN is the CERTIFICATE EMAILED?    

WHAT is  my SMS NUMBER?

      EVERY dental  professional  in  your of f ice

      two CE credi ts  are issued for  successful  course complet ion - - -  
      credi ts  count  toward OSDB 2022-2023 biennium tota ls     

      submit  answers by deadl ine to receive credi ts  at  no charge
      a f ter  deadl ine,  course can be purchased unt i l  end of  b iennium

      four  t imes per year tota l ing EIGHT f ree CE credi ts  

      a l low two weeks for  processing/emai l ing of  the cert i f icate

      everyone in your of f ice uses the same SMS number (of f ice
      account  number)  -  number is  on label  on back of  test  envelope)
    

c o n t a c t
u s

p h o n e
             614-292-6737

         
             t o l l   f r e e

  1-888-476-7678



                          e - m a i l
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    9.  The WHO probe has a unique ball-end (0.5mm in diameter)
         attached to a 16 mm long working-end with color-coded
         areas at 3.5 to 5.5 mm. 
         a. true
         b. false

    10. Comprehensive periodontal health may be definitively
          diagnosed through the use of the WHO probe and PSR
          screening.   
          a. true
          b. false

   11.  Which assessment instrument is ideal for detecting root
         surface calculus? 
         a. UNC-12
         b. WHO probe
         c. ODU 11/12 explorer
         d. mirror

   12. How does the design of the explorer allow the clinician to use
         tactile sensitivity?
         a. the explorer tip is thick, allowing for the clinician to access
             every surface, sending vibrations to the clinician's fingers
         b. the handle is thick to allow for heavy lateral pressure to be
             applied, to ensure tactile sensitivity
         c. the handle is heavy, the shank is short, and the working
             end is thin and circular, allowing vibrations to be felt by the
             clinician’s fingers
         d. the handle is lightweight, the shank is long, and working end
             is thin and circular, allowing vibrations to be felt by the
             clinician’s finger

   13. Assessment strokes involve vertical, horizontal, and oblique
        strokes. They should be short, light, and controlled. 
        a. both statements are true
        b. both statements are false
        c. the first statement is true, the second statement is false
        d. the first statement is false, the second statement is true

  
    14. Clinical calibration is the process of ensuring that clinical
          skills are consistent from clinician to clinician, and instrument
          to instrument. 
          a. true
          b. false
 

    15. Which statement is incorrect? 
          a. all members of the clinical team should be able to discuss
              the use and purpose of assessment instruments
          b. only dental hygienists benefit from understanding the clinical 
              applications of assessment instruments
          c. periodontal probes should be assessed for wear through
              evaluation of the millimeter markings and the integrity of the
              instrument tip
         d. all members of the clinical team should assess instruments
             for wear

 
  

 

  1.  Patient care should be comprehensive, focusing on assessment,
      diagnosis, planning, implementation, evaluation, and
      documentation.
      a. true
      b. false
    
  2.  Assessment is defined as the collection and analysis of data
       relative to systematic and oral health status. Examples of
       assessment instruments include explorers and probes. 
       a. both statements are false
       b. both statements are true
       c. the first statement is false, the second statement is true
       d. the first statement is true, the second statement is false

  3.  Which statement is incorrect concerning an assessment
        instrument?
        a. an assessment instrument is designed for a specific application
        b. an assessment instrument serves a variety of purposes
        c. an assessment instrument is optional when examining a patient 
        d. an assessment instrument allows for documentation accuracy

  4.  Accurate measurements obtained when using assessment
       instruments are the basis for the classification of a patient's
       periodontal status. 
       a. true
       b. false         
       
 5.    Assessment instruments are essential tools for gathering data 
        during a clinical evaluation and assisting the clinician with
        determining patient needs.
         a. true
         b. false
    
 6.   The UNC-12 probe is calibrated with millimeter markings and 
       color-coded marking at the 2-3 mm & 7-8 mm intervals. The
       UNC-12 has a ball at the tip to distend tissue and make room 
       within the sulcus. 
       a. both statements are true
       b. both statements are false
       c. the first statement is true, the second statement is false
       d. the first statement is false, the second statement is true

  7.  Which statement is incorrect? The UNC-12 may function to... 
        a. assess bleeding on probing (BOP)
        b. assess clinical attachment loss (CAL)
        c. measure intraoral lesions
        d. remove calculus

  8.  Refer to picture (below) --- what probe depth you would record
       if this was the deepest measurement you identified using a UNC-12
       probe?
       a. 3mm
       b. 4mm
       c. 5mm
       d. 6mm
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