
Educate the Staff  
Make certa in that  your ent i re of f ice staf f  understands the importance of
weekly test ing,  and that  weekly test ing is  mandated by many states
including Ohio.

Assign One Person
Assign one dependable staf f  member to take responsibi l i ty  for  weekly
test ing.  The dent is t  should per iodical ly  review the test ing records wi th th is
staf f  person to ensure weekly test ing is  taking place,  and that  a l l  test ing
documentat ion is  in  order .

Establ ish a Routine & Use a Test ing Calendar
Plan to test  each piece of  s ter i l izat ion equipment on the same day of  the
week,  each week of  the month.  P ick a test ing day ear ly  in  the week
(Monday or  Tuesday) ,  in  case the assigned staf f  member is  absent ,  and the
normal  test ing day is  missed.  Use a calendar to keep t rack of  weekly test
dates.  Indicate on the calendar the date of  test ing,  who performed the
spore test  and the mai l  date.  Also indicate on the calendar a reminder of
when to re-order spore tests and chemical  indicator  st r ips .

Use Chemical  Indicator Str ips
For each ster i l izer  cycle,  use a chemical  indicator  st r ip as a quick v isual  to
determine i f  the minimum temperature was reached for  s ter i l izat ion.

Mail  Tests Promptly
Always mai l  tests on the same day the equipment was tested.

Maintain a Fai lure Log
Keep a log of  a l l  test  fa i lures and document the remedial  act ion taken.

Review Reports
I t  is  the responsibi l i ty  of  the dent is t  to review each monthly report .  I f  there
are any discrepancies between the number of  tests submit ted and the
number of  tests processed,  contact  your moni tor ing serv ice prompt ly .

Review Problems
I t  is  the responsibi l i ty  of  the dent is t  to per iodical ly  meet wi th the staf f
person assigned to test ing in order to review fa i lures,  equipment problems
and staf f  educat ion.

Report  to Staff
Request  that  the staf f  person assigned to perform the weekly test ing report
on fa i lures and the moni tor ing of  equipment at  scheduled staf f  meet ings.

Fi le & Retain Reports
Keep al l  s ter i l izat ion moni tor ing monthly reports  in  one accessible f i le .
Records requirements vary by state.   In  Ohio,  i f  the of f ice is  inspected - - -
a l l  pert inent  informat ion must  be on the premises.  In  Ohio,  a l l  b io logical
moni tor ing reports  must  be reta ined for  at  least  2 years .
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resources

Centers for  Disease Contro l  and Prevent ion.
Summary of  In fect ion Prevent ion Pract ices in  Denta l
Set t ings:  Basic Expectat ions for  Safe Care.  At lanta ,
GA:  Centers for  Disease Contro l  and Prevent ion,
US Dept of  Heal th and Human Serv ices;  October
2016.  

Guide to In fect ion Prevent ion for  Outpat ient
Set t ings:  Min imum Expectat ions for  Safe Care
ht tp : / /www.cdc.gov/hai /set t ings/outpat ient /outpat ie
nt-care-guidel ines.html

Ster i l izat ion:  Moni tor ing |  FAQs |  In fect ion Contro l  |
Div is ion of  Oral  Heal th 
ht tps : / /www.cdc.gov/ora lheal th/ in fect ioncontro l / faqs
/moni tor ing.html

Strange,  M.   Chemical  Indicators :  a  must  for  proper
ster i l izat ion.   RDH Magazine.  
 h t tps : / /www.rdhmag.com/ infect ion-
contro l /ar t ic le/ 14196612/chemical - indicators-a-must-
for-proper-s ter i l izat ion

OSDB Infect ion Contro l  Manual  (2016)
ht tps : / /denta l .ohio .gov/Enforcement/ In fect ion-
Contro l#728170- in fect ion-contro l -manual -

Rule 4715-20-02 |  Ster i l izat ion and dis in fect ion.
Ohio Adminis t rat ive Code 
Chapter  4715-20 -  Ohio Adminis t rat ive Code |  Ohio
Laws

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/faqs/monitoring.html
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/faqs/monitoring.html
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-4715-20



